
Wild Italy 

3 
 

 
Contents 

 

 

Foreword       7 

 

1. ANIMALS 

Valle d’Aosta / Gran Paradiso National Park  

THE ALPINE IBEX       11 
 

Lombardia / Stelvio National Park      

GOLDEN EAGLE       15 

 

Emilia-Romagna / Torrile Nature Reserve    

HERONS AND OTHER MARSH BIRDS   19 

 

Emilia-Romagna / Taro Regional Park    

STONE CURLEW      22 
 

Tuscany / Monte Labbro      

 MONTAGU’S HARRIER     26 

 

Tuscany / Rocconi Nature Reserve     

 LANNER       29 
 

Tuscany / Maremma Regional Park     

 RED FOX       32 
 

Lazio / Tolfa Hills 

MEDITERRANEAN BLACK WIDOW   35 
 



Giulio Ielardi 

4 
 

Lazio / Simbruini Mountain Regional Park    

WHITE-CLAWED CRAYFISH    38 
 

Lazio / Rome        

 STARLING       41 
 

Lazio / Duchessa Mountains Regional Reserve   

GRIFFON VULTURE      44 
 

Lazio / Valle delle Cannuccete Nature Monument    

THE SPECTACLED SALAMANDER    48 
 

Abruzzo / Abruzzo, Lazio, Molise National Park   

APENNINE CHAMOIS     51 
 

Abruzzo / Abruzzo, Lazio, Molise National Park   

BROWN BEAR      54 

 

Basilicata / Matera        

LESSER KESTREL      57 

 

 

2. LANDSCAPES 

Piedmont / Alpi Marittime Regional Park    

PIANO DEL VALASCO     63 
 

Trentino-Alto Adige / Provincial Park of Paneveggio-Pale  

di San Martino 

VAL VENEGIA      66 

 
Trentino-Alto Adige / Adamello-Brenta Provincial Park  

VAL DI GENOVA, HEART OF THE ALPS   69 

 

 



Wild Italy 

5 
 

Friuli-Venezia Giulia / Regional reserves of Valle Canal  

Novo and Foci dello Stella 

 MARANO LAGOON      72 

 

Liguria / Cinque Terre National Park 

THE PATH OF LOVE       75 

 

Emilia-Romagna / Tuscan-Emilian Apennine  

National Park  

THE MOUNTAIN OF DANTE     78 

 

Emilia-Romagna / Foreste Casentinesi, Falterona,  

Campigna  National Park 

THE ACQUACHETA WATERFALL     82 

 

Tuscany / Bolgheri Natural Reserve 

THE TREASURY OF MAREMMA    85 

 

Lazio / Circeo National Park 

THE ISLAND OF SEAGULLS     87 
 

Abruzzo / Gran Sasso and Monti della Laga National Park  

THE ROOF OF THE APENNINE    90 

 

Campania / Cilento and Vallo di Diano National Park  

SECRET CAMPANIA      93 
 

Sardinia / Gennargentu National Park 

SUPRAMONTE COAST     96 

 

Sardinia / La Maddalena Archipelago National Park  

CALA COTICCIO      99 

 

Sicily / Lampedusa Nature Reserve 

THE TURTLE ISLAND     102 

 

 



Giulio Ielardi 

6 
 

Sicily / Alcantara Regional Park 

THE GORGE OF THE VOLCANO    105 

 

 

 

 
3. PLANTS 

Lombardia / Palude Brabbia Nature Reserve  

THE SECRET MARSH      111 

 

Veneto / Dolomiti Bellunesi National Park   

BUSA DELLE VETTE      113 

 

Emilia-Romagna / Po Delta Regional Park  

PUNTE ALBERETE FLOODED FOREST   116 

 

Marche-Umbria / National Park of Monti Sibillini  

THE RING OF THE VALLEY OF PILATO    119 

 

Abruzzo  / Majella National Park  

THE FOREST OF SANT’ANTONIO     123 
 

Puglia / Gargano National Park  

MONTE SACRO      126 

 

Basilicata / Pollino National Park   

THE PINES OF THE “GRANDE PORTA”   129 

 

Calabria /Sila National Park  

 IN THE GIANTS' SHADOW     132 

 

Sicily  / Etna Regional Park 

BIRCHES ON THE VOLCANO     136 

 

Sicily  / Zingaro Nature Reserve 

THE PATH OF THE PALMS      139 


